
Large intestine – Intestinum crassum - overview 



Large intestine – general features 
- Appendices epiploicae 
- Haustration 
- Taenia coli  



Large intestine blood supply 



Venous drainage of the colon and rectum 
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Results from a meta-analysis 

Laparoscopic right hemicolectomy 
Intraoperative findings  



Lymphatic drainage of the colon 

Four main groups: 
Epicolic lymph nodes 
Paracolic lymph nodes 
Intermediate lymph nodes 
Preterminal lymph nodes  



The superior ileocaecal recess 

The inferior ileocaecal recess 

The caecum 1 



The superior ileocaecal recess 

The inferior ileocaecal recess 

The retrocaecal recess 

The caecum 2 

Anterior cecal artery 

Ileal artery 

Appendicular artery 



Ileocecal valve / Bauhin's valve 

Papillary Labial 

Lipomatous 



Intraoperative photo – a caecal bascule 

Caecal volvulus 

Occurs when the caecum is mobile! 
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New classification (2020, Clinical 
Anatomy) 
 
89,887 subjects (cadavers, patients) 
 
Retrocecal and pelvic are the most 
common locations  
 
Mean length – 80.29mm 
 
Mean diameter – 5.84mm (healthy), 
10.64 (inflamed) 

The vermiform appendix 



The vermiform appendix - duplications 
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The ascending colon and hepatic flexure 

Ascending colon 
Posterior 
- Transversus abdominis, quadratus lumborum, iliacus, renal fascia and 

kidney 
Nerves running along the quadratus lumbnorum and transversus 
abdominis: 
Subcostal, iliohypogastric, iloinguinal 
 
Relation to the peritoneum 
- Normal retroperitoneal location 
- Deep paracolic gutter 
- Mobile mesentery 

 
 
Hepatic flexure 
Posterior is the renal fascia 
Above is the right lobe of liver and gallbladder 
Medial is the duodenum  



The ascending mesocolon 
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The transverse colon 

Root of the transverse mesocolon The transverse colon is intraperitoneal 
The hepatic and splenic flexures are retroperitoneal 



The splenic flexure and descending colon 



Sigmoid colon – topographical relations 



Sigmoid colon – variations in origin 



Intersigmoid recess – a potential site of internal herniation 



Rectum and mesorectum 


